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A Very Busy Fall Semester at the 
Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech! 

 
Throughout this newsletter, you will read stories and see pictures of life at the Wesley 

Foundation at Georgia Tech.  As you can see, we have been quite active!  This has been one of 
the most active semesters this decade … 

 
 

“Welcome Weekend” 
Activities 

Day Trip to Dahlonega 
Labor Day 

 

“Wesley on West” 
Cookout for West Campus 

Residents 

 
Morgan Lupton, Matt Lane, Nick Demorest, 
and Jenny Jung in a serious game of croquet 

 
Matthew McCawley and Candler Intern 

John Davenport 
 

 
Free food always attracts college 

students! 

 
Don’t ask. 

 
Matlock Rogers goes for a swim 

 

 
Candler Intern Keri Olsen planned the 

cookout with her Small Group 
 

 
Candler Intern Jenni Hendrix plays Kristi 

Painter in a game of Rummikub 

 
Candler Intern Nancy Gerhart ponders 

the intrinsic value of ice cream 
 

 
Reed Fazenbaker (not quite a freshman) 

enjoys his hot dog 

 



Wesley Foundation works with 
Wesley Community Centers 

 
For the past several years, the Wesley Foundation 
at Georgia Tech has been volunteering with the 
Wesley Community Centers during their annual 
“Wesley Walk for Others” fundraiser at Stone 
Mountain Park.  Most of their volunteers arrive 
sometime between 4:30 and 6:00 AM; by the time 
the walk is over around 11:00 AM, the volunteers 
are tired and ready to go home!  But that’s when 
the college students at Tech are ready to start their 
day – so we help the staff of the Wesley 
Community Centers clean up the park after the 
walk is over.  After our work is done, we spend the 
afternoon enjoying the park. 

 
Our annual “Wesley Walk for Others” Stone Mountain trip 

includes a picture in front of the red doors at Stone Mountain 
United Methodist Church! 

 

 
Front row: Jesse Caldwell, Steve Fazenbaker 

Second row: Alec Colvin, Anna Peterson, Keri Olsen 
Back row: Kristi Painter, Dustin Howard, Patrick Mi ze 

While at the Wesley Walk for Others, we learned 
about another annual event: Home Repairs for the 
Holidays.  On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, 
hundreds of volunteers gather to help spruce up the 
homes of low-income seniors, so that they can 
entertain their families and friends during the 
holidays.  Our work included painting the interior 
of one home, and painting the exterior of another 
home. 
 

 
Above: Brandon Sharp and Karla Van Rensburg paint a hallway. 

 
Below: Kyle Manweiler paints a window frame. 
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“Getting Ready to Get Ready” 

Advent in November! 
 
By the time college students finish fall semester, 
the rest of the world has already started its annual 
pre-Christmas rituals of partying like rock stars and 
spending like they’ve actually got money.  By the 
time they are able to turn their attention to the 
celebration of Christ’s birth, the Church is already 
halfway through its countercultural observance of 
Advent; it is difficult to avoid being swept up in the 
holiday frenzy and engage in more appropriate 
ways to prepare for Christmas morning.  So, this 
year, the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech 
observed Advent in November. Students were 
invited to think about what the Christmas Story is 
really about, and how to participate in the Story 
once school is out.  Our interns preached during 
these weeks – fresh voices to offer fresh insights 
into the way we can celebrate Christ’s birth with 
meaning and integrity. 
 

 
Candler Intern Jenni Hendrix preaches during our “Getting 

Ready to Get Ready” pre-Advent series. 

 

 
Anna Peterson, Abby Hill, and Charlie Hunter have provided 
music for Sunday Celebration this fall.  Robert Nuttall (not 

pictured) also provided music by playing piano. 

Small Groups Breathe New Life 
Into the Wesley Foundation Community  
 

In the spring of 2007, then-freshmen Matt Fillette 
and Amanda Duvall asked if they could lead a 
freshman small group the following fall.  They did, 
and it was a success. The small group model 
continued last year with two freshmen from the 
2007-2008 group, Anna Peterson and Abby Hill, 
assuming the leadership roles.  This year, we have 
expanded the small group model to include more 
than freshmen, and we have assigned interns from 
the Candler School of Theology to facilitate the 
groups.  Four small groups are currently meeting. 
 

 
Candler Intern Keri Olsen (center) leads a discussion on the 

meaning of prevenient grace. 

 
Each small group was responsible for meeting 
one hour each week, and planning either a 
fellowship activity or a service opportunity for 
the entire community.  During their weekly 
meetings, the groups studied Lovett Weems’ 
book, John Wesley’s Message Today, 

 

 
Kristi Painter, Carolyn Granade, and Kellie Ziegler carve 

pumpkins at the “D” Small Group Halloween Party. 
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The Ministries Fund, 2009 
(Total: $31,068 as of November 22, 2009) 

 

Talley (Bulman) and Alex Autrey 
Cindy and James Autry 
Ina and David Bachmann 
W. Sloan Becker 
Richard and Gail Bell 
Kirby and Christine Black 
Matt Brewer 
Bryan Brooks and Heidi Geib 
Pam Buzbee 
Caroline Brown 
Chris Browning 
John and Sarah Campbell 
Mary Campbell 
Lane Clark 
Suz Clark 
Clorox Company Foundation 
John Davenport 
Katherine McVay Dunning 
Steve and Kathy Fazenbaker 
Scott Fortenberry 
Tom and Susan Fox 
James F Frazier, Jr. 
Sam Gibson 
Fred O. Godbee 
Sarah Hancock 
Scott & Elizabeth Harlan 
Jay Harrell 
Sam Hartsfield 
Tammie Heller 
Russell and Lynne Hill 
Sharon M. Jadrnak 
Johnny Johns 
Joel Johnson 
Derek and Beth Keeney 
Faye Kesler 
Emily and William Lane 
Dorothy Nichols 
Clifton E. Norris 
Brian Oldt 
Guy and Phella Patterson 
Ed and Jeanette Rogers 
Christian Sailor 
F. Albert Skellie 
Al Snow 
Rev. Scott Hagan 

Matthew C. Johnson 
Joseph and Elizabeth Crilly Layden 
Matt Lindsey 
Karen Maijala 
Joe Maxwell 
Jane Ellen Speers 
Leigh and Zack Martin 
Julie Beacham Moffitt 
Rev. Jimmy Moor 
Katie Olliff 
Norman and Eddie Olliff 
William and Carol Palmer 
Sam and Betty Piper 
Stephanie Ray 
Raymond Reynolds 
John S. Rowland 
Karl and Marjorie Schnelle 
Todd Shelton 
Mary Lynn Smith 
Adelyn and Jim Stevenson 
Alan R. Thomas 
Andy and Kathleen Thomas 
Barbara Crane Trawick 
Scott and Sandy Waid 
Amy E. Walker 
Robert M. Wilkins 
Kurt L. Willett 
Samuel and Constance Williams 
 

Local Church Giving, 2009 
(Total:  $7,183 as of November 22, 2009) 

 
Avondale Pattillo UMC 
Dunwoody UMC 
New Hope UMC Gainesville 
United Methodist Men - Newnan UMC 
Northside UMC 
Roswell UMC 
Saint Mark UMC 
Saint Paul UMC 
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Jubilee Building Fund, 2009 
 (Total: $3,295 as of November 22, 2009) 

 

Richard and Gail Bell 
W. L. Dickinson 
Katherine McVay Dunning 
Scott Fortenberry 
Sam Gibson 
Jay Harrell 
Russell and Lynne Hill 
Sharon M. Jadrnak 
Faye Kesler 
Kingswood UMC 
Emily and William Lane 
Gray and Jana Lindsey 
Matt Lindsey 
Fred W. Moore, Jr. 
Guy and Phella Patterson 
John S. Rowland 
Adelyn and Jim Stevenson 
Michael and Helen Warwick 
 

From the Director 
 
Dear Friends: 
This time last year, I was in a major panic.  I 
was preparing to say goodbye to the second-
largest class of graduating students during my 
tenure.  Not only was I mourning the loss of so 
many students, to whom I had become 
attached, but I had also noticed that this 
graduating class made up a substantial 
percentage of our program attendance.  I 
wasn’t sure what the program would look like 
this year.  As you can see from this newsletter, 
my worries were unfounded.  We have had a 
very active fall semester, thanks to the 
dedicated work of our four seminary interns 
and the spirit of hospitality with which new 
students were greeted this year.  We have a 
good, strong leadership team in place, and we 
are enjoying one of the largest first-year 
classes I’ve seen during my 10 fall semesters 
at Tech. 
 

Your continued interest, involvement, and 
generosity make all of this possible.  The 
Wesley Foundation continues to make a 
positive difference on the Georgia Tech 
campus, and it’s all thanks to you!!! 

�������������������� ����

Landiss Lecture Series, 2009 
 (Total: $2,320 as of November 22, 2009) 

 
Oscar G. B. Aldana, Jr. 
Katherine McVay Dunning 
Susan Park Esche 
Sam Gibson 
Eric Giddens 
Jay Harrell 
Dustin Howard 
Elizabeth Jedlicka 
Derek and Beth Keeney 
Faye Kesler 
Matt Lindsey 
Gregory F. Moyer 
Gail and Alexis Munoz 
Roy H. Owen 
Guy and Phella Patterson 
John S. Rowland 
R. Allen Russell 
Mary Lynn Smith 
Barbara Crane Trawick 
Robert M. Wilkins 
Dallas F. Wurst III 
 
 

Student Contributions, 2009 
(Total: $2,117 as of November 22, 2009) 

 
Jesse Caldwell 
Matthew DiPrima 
Abby Hill 
Dustin Howard 
Ryan McGowan 
Patrick Mize 
Dara Satterfield 
Karla Van Rensburg 
Walter Voit 
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·  Charlie Hunter (EE ’10) and April Ulm are engaged to be married. 
 

·  Lane Clark (IE ’06) and Justin Friel are engaged to be married. 
 

·  Wyatt Blair Fatkin was born on November 6, 2009.  The proud parents are Brian (ME ’05, 
MSME ‘06) and Megan Fatkin. 
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Mission Statement 
 

The Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech is a 
ministry of the United Methodist Church to the 

Georgia Tech community. Our ministries of 
witness, nurture, outreach, fellowship, and 

stewardship, are offered to provide a balanced 
approach to faith development.  Students, 

faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of Georgia 
Tech are welcome to participate in all of our 
programs – regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
or religious affiliation. 

 

 ��
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Please keep in touch!  You can communicate 
with the Wesley Foundation through our 
website:  http://www.gtwf.org.  Rev. Steve 
Fazenbaker, director / campus minister, may 
also be reached at steve.fazenbaker@gtwf.org or 
by phone at 404-892-6317.  Please contact the 
office if you need to update your contact 
information or if you would like to be removed 
from our mailing list.  Directions to subscribe to 
Wesley Words are available on the website. 

---------- 
Any news that you would like us to share?  
Please send it to us, and we will include it in the 
next issue of “The Corner of Fourth and 
Fowler.” 
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