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A Semester of Missions 
 

Servants in Faith and Technology 
(SIFAT) 

 
Candler intern Keri Olsen arranged for her 
small group to travel to Lineville, Alabama, to 
take part in SIFAT’s “Slum Experience.”  
Participants "role play" and are challenged to 
meet their basic needs of food, shelter and 
water as they struggle to survive in the slum 
for a "day" (actually about 2-3 hours). 
Participants are also faced with the injustices 
of crooked law enforcement and greedy slum 
lords (characters played by SIFAT staff and 
volunteers).  The students had to find work, 
and barter for their food … and their dinner 
consisted only of what they were able to 
acquire during the “day.”  Some went to bed 
hungry … 
 

 
The slums 

 

 

Kelly Sachs and Kristi Painter learn about appropriate 
technology. 

 

The students also learned about how to 
develop and implement technologies that are 
more appropriate for developing nations.  
SIFAT offers a valuable ministry to people of 
faith who are preparing for international 
mission work. 
 

Jesse Caldwell, Dustin Howard, Kristi Painter, Kelly Sachs, and 
Keri Olsen prepare their dinner. 

 

 

 
 



In Ministry to Senior Citizens 
 
Candler intern Nancy Gerhart arranged for the 
students of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia 
Tech to spend a day serving senior citizens by 
helping them fix up their houses and perform 
some much-needed yard work.  The project 
was coordinated through Senior Citizens 
Services of Metropolitan Atlanta. 
 
The HOMES (Home Owner Maintenance and 
Enhancement for Seniors) Program is a 
program for homeowners over the age of sixty 
who are unable to perform, obtain or afford 
certain repairs in their homes.  The Wesley 
Foundation at Georgia Tech has a long history 
with Senior Citizens Services, going back to 
the day when the organization was known as 
Northside Shepherd’s Center and housed in the 
basement of Tenth Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 

 
Catherine Benson paints a window frame. 

In Ministry to the Women of Breakthru 
House, Metro State Women’s Prison  

 

Candler interns Jenni Hendrix and John 
Davenport organized a missions gathering at 
the Wesley Foundation.  John invited Metro 
State Women’s Prison chaplain Shannon Ball 
to talk about women’s incarceration.  She 
told us that currently, the fastest growing 
demographic of women in the justice system 
are so-called “suburban housewives” who 
have become addicted to crystal meth. 

Candler Intern John Davenport invited Metro State Women’s 
Prison chaplain Shannon Ball to speak to students at the Georgia 

Tech Wesley Foundation. 
 

Breakthru House is a residential ministry to 
women struggling to overcome addiction.  
Jenni arranged for us to make water bottles to 
give to the women of Breakthru House, while 
John arranged for us to make care packages 
of “hygiene essentials” for the women of 
Metro State. 

Students prepared Mother’s Day gifts for the women of Metro 
State Women’s Prison and Breakthru House. 
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Support our Interns! 
 

Second-year students at the Candler 
School of Theology are required to work 
8 hours / week in a church setting, and 
meet with faculty and classmates to 
discuss their experiences.  For the past 
three years, the Wesley Foundation at 
Georgia Tech has provided a site 
placement for Candler students.  Two 
years ago, we had the great fortune to 
employ five interns, and during that 
time, we came to realize how much the 
interns offer to our program. 
 

We would like to continue to employ 
interns, but we need your help.  The 
economy has forced us to reduce the 
$200 / month stipend we had been 
offering by 50%.  A little bit of help 
from you can restore the stipend.  A 
stipend for each of three (3) interns of 
$200 / month for 4 months (August 15 – 
December 15, 2010) will cost us $2,400.  
We already have $1,200 budgeted … if 
12 of you donate $100, we can restore 
our intern budget!  Please consider 
supporting this vital ministry that 
benefits both Georgia Tech and Candler 
students (and ultimately, the Church). 

 

 
Three pumps (that had to be turned on manually), sand bags, and 
a plywood “dam” were installed in an attempt to stop the flooding 
into the residents’ area.  Not only did it look ugly, it was not 100% 

effective either! 

 

No More Floods!  
 

Residents of the Wesley Foundation will long 
remember the days and nights of having to 
mop the floors in the residents’ area – and 
worse: dry cleaning carpets, and drying out 
books and backpacks that had been left on the 
floor during a rainstorm. 
 

 
Before the sump pump and well were installed, Wesley Foundation 

residents attempted many different approaches to stop the 
flooding. 

 

None of our attempts to stop the floods seemed 
to work, until now.  We discovered that the 
reason for the flooding was that Atlanta’s 
antiquated storm drain system is not able to 
deal with modern water run-off needs, and the 
storm drain has been overflowing into the 
Wesley Foundation residents’ area. 
 

With a generous grant from the Georgia United 
Methodist Commission on Higher Education 
and Campus Ministry, we have now solved our 
flooding problems.  A sump pump and well 
have been installed to capture and remove the 
storm drain overflow – before it makes its way 
into the residents’ area! 
 

 3 
 



  
Spring Semester 
24-Hour Retreat 

 
Our spring semester began with a 24-hour 
retreat, beginning at 11:00 AM on Sunday, 
January 18 with Sunday Celebration.  After 
service, we had lunch at the Wesley 
Foundation, and then we walked downtown to 
Centennial Olympic Park for a couple hours of 
ice skating. 
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Retreat (continued) 

 
After we had our fill of ice skating, we walked 
back to the Wesley Foundation for homemade 
quesadillas.  After cleaning up, we went over 
to Emory University and attended worship 
with the students of Emory’s Wesley 
Fellowship.  After the worship service, we 
spent some time in fellowship, enjoying a 
build-your-own-sundae bar. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

When our time of worship and fellowship with 
the Emory students was done, we went to 
spend the night in the Grizzard House at 
Haygood Memorial UMC.  The evening’s 
entertainment consisted primarily of a viewing 
of “The Incredibles” although we found some 
other fun things to do as well. 

 

 
 

Monday morning began with a communion 
service, followed by breakfast at “Rise-n-
Dine” in Emory Village.  We were back at 
Tech by 11:00 AM – 24 hours to the minute! 

 5 



 
A Renewed and Refreshed 

Board of Directors 
 
During the past two years, the Board of 
Directors has been committed to updating our 
Constitution and By-Laws, and to inviting and 
empowering new board members.  Following 
guidelines from the Georgia Center for 
Nonprofits, the Board of Directors has been 
able to bring new life to our ministry. 
 
Class of 2010 
Richard Bell 
Pam Buzbee 
Rev. Mary Lou Gilbert 
Rev. Scott Hagan 
Rev. Rex Kaney 
Rev. Jimmy Moor 
Frank Stembridge 
  
Class of 2011 
David Bachmann 
Ina Bachmann 
Mary Campbell 
Scott Harlan 
Denise Johnson  
Julie Moffitt 
Katie Olliff 
Andy Thomas 
  
Class of 2012 
Rev. Jim Ellison 
Rev. Charles Gardner 
Darren Hunt 
Walker Jones 
Stephanie Ray 
Rev. John Simmons 
Wharton Smith 
Annette Smith 
Amy Walker 
 
Ex-Officio  
Rev. Cindy Autry 
Rev. Steve Fazenbaker 
Rev. Coy Hinton 
Rev. DeDe Leetch 
 

Jubilee Update 
 
2010 has been an interesting year, to say the 
least.  We had originally planned a big 
“Jubilee” Celebration this year, marking the 
50th anniversary of the dedication of the 
Wesley Foundation building.  But, as many 
real estate developers and renovators will tell 
you, the economy has not been one in which 
the major projects we had hoped to complete 
are possible.  We are very happy with the first 
phase of the Wesley Foundation renovation, 
which encompassed the worship and program 
space and was completed during the summer of 
2007; we still look forward to renovating the 
kitchen and the residents’ area in the not-too-
distant future.  In the meantime, we can learn a 
great deal by remembering the origin and 
history of the Jubilee Festival.  Described in 
the 25th chapter of Leviticus, the Year of 
Jubilee was a call for all debts to be canceled 
and property rights restored.  It was kind of a 
“reset button” that allowed the Hebrew 
community to start anew.  Our hope was to 
restore our property, rethink our ministry, and 
renew our commitment to the Georgia Tech 
community in this Jubilee Year.  It is also 
important to remember that there is no 
evidence that the ancient Hebrew community 
ever actually fulfilled the call of Jubilee.  
Always before the people as a guide to be 
followed and a goal for which to strive, we 
don’t think that a Year of Jubilee was ever 
actually celebrated. 
 
This fall, we will engage in a modest 
celebration of the Wesley Foundation 
building’s Jubilee Year, and we will humbly 
continue our work of restoring our property, 
rethinking our ministry, and renewing our 
commitment to the Georgia Tech community. 
 
“… we’re all like frail boats on the sea 
Just scanning the night for that great guiding light 
Announcing the Jubilee.” 

-- Mary Chapin Carpenter 
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The Ministries Fund, 2010 
(Total: $11,361 as of June 3, 2010) 

 

Robert W. Acker 
Ina and David Bachmann 
W. Sloan Becker 
Matt Brewer 
Bryan Brooks and Heidi Geib 
Chris Browning 
Pam Buzbee 
John and Sarah Campbell 
Clorox Company Foundation 
Charles and Carolyn Cobb 
W. Randolph Cole 
Bobby E. Cox 
Susan Park Esche 
Steve and Kathy Fazenbaker 
Trudy and Tim Forbes 
Tom and Susan Fox 
James F Frazier, Jr. 
Cheri Gatland-Lightner 
Mary Lou Gilbert 
Carol Gray 
Coy and Linda Hinton 
Elizabeth Jedlicka 
Matt Lane 
Joseph and Elizabeth Crilly Layden 
Julie Beacham Moffitt 
William and Carol Palmer 
Nelson and Marian Rogers 
Steven C. Sanders 
Amy and Gary Sharp 
John A. Simmons 
Ben I. Simpson 
Alan R. Thomas 
Amy E. Walker 
Dallas F. Wurst III 
 
 
 

Local Church Giving, 2010 
(Total:  $2,338 as of June 3, 2010) 

 
Dunwoody UMC 
Northside UMC 
Newnan UMC – United Methodist Men 

Landiss Lecture Series, 2010 
 (Total: $800 as of June 3, 2010) 

 
Robert W. Acker 
Sharon M. Jadrnak 
Dorothy Nichols 
Barbara Crane Trawick 
 

†   †   † 
 
We are grateful to the Georgia United 
Methodist Commission on Higher Education 
and Campus Ministry, whose work supports 
Wesley Foundations, Wesley Fellowships, 
and United Methodist related colleges and 
universities throughout the state of Georgia.  
So far this year, we have received $27,083 
from the Commission.  These are your 
apportionment dollars at work! 
 

†   †   † 
 

From the Director 
 As Spring Semester came to an end this year, we 
once again celebrated a large number of graduating 
students – nine, to be exact.  A few of these 
students had been around for five years or more.  
Two began attending the Wesley Foundation just 
this past semester.  Some will remain at Tech to 
pursue graduate studies; others will be leaving the 
Atlanta area.  As much as I try to prepare myself 
for these inevitable and too-frequent parting of 
ways, I don’t think I will ever get used to it.  In 
fact, as one freshman was saying her goodbyes for 
the summer, all I could think to myself was, “only 
three more years, and you’ll be gone too!” 
 

The Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech is a fluid 
community of faith – people come, and people go.  
At the same time, the names of people on this page, 
and the names listed as members of the Board of 
Directors, bear witness to the fact that belonging to 
the Wesley Foundation community is not limited to 
being physically present on the campus.  Like the 
very Body of Christ of which we are part, our 
community transcends time and space.  I am 
grateful to be serving with you and on your behalf.  

���"� �
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·  Katie Olliff (HTS ’01) and Rhiannon O’Connor are engaged to be married. 
 
·  Lane Clark (IE ’06) and Justin Friel were married on February 27, 2010. 

 
·  Brian Oldt (CHE ’08) and Jenna DeWitt were married on June 6, 2010. 

 
·  Liann Christine Black was born on February 24, 2010.  The proud parents are Colin (ME ‘03) and 

Sarah Black. 
 

��������	����
�� �� �
	�������������	���
�
��
����������
����
�

���
����������
���������������
���	 �������

��!������
���
����������"���� �
"���
��#�	
���	���
������
����	��	��

�

���������������������� ��
��������	��
���������	����
����� ���
	��������$��
%��
�����	��
	����
������ 
�����
	�
�����& ��
'�� ' �

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech is a 
ministry of the United Methodist Church to the 

Georgia Tech community. Our ministries of 
witness, nurture, outreach, fellowship, and 

stewardship, are offered to provide a balanced 
approach to faith development.  Students, 

faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of Georgia 
Tech are welcome to participate in all of our 
programs – regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
or religious affiliation. 

 

���
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Please keep in touch!  You can communicate 
with the Wesley Foundation through our 
website:  http://www.gtwf.org.  Rev. Steve 
Fazenbaker, director / campus minister, may 
also be reached at steve.fazenbaker@gtwf.org or 
by phone at 404-892-6317.  Please contact the 
office if you need to update your contact 
information or if you would like to be removed 
from our mailing list.  Directions to subscribe to 
Wesley Words are available on the website. 

---------- 
Any news that you would like us to share?  
Please send it to us, and we will include it in the 
next issue of “The Corner of Fourth and 
Fowler.” 
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